
Hello Birch Lakers! Remember 
me?  I’m the past commodore 
with the voice like a nightin-

gale that you hear starting the sail-
boat races on Sunday.  The one that 
has an obsession for flamingos and all 
things pink.  The one that is totally 
thrilled and blessed to be at the great-
est place on earth, Birch Lake! 
 Last Saturday, my husband Bill 
and I had the joy and honor to witness 
our daughter Katie marry one of the 
finest guys ever, Sam Hass!  It was a 
joyous occasion, filled with tears, 
laughter, and love.  Congratulations to 
Katie and Sam for a long, wonderful 
life together!
 Just a few things that you really 
need to be aware of: Tonight the South 
side is hosting the Spaghetti dinner.  
It will be from 5:30 until 7:30.  You 
MUST purchase tickets in advance!  If 
you don’t have yours yet, you have 
until ONLY 1PM TODAY to get them.  

NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT 
THE DOOR!!  You should call Vickie 
Rogers at 476-2383 IMMEDIATELY 
to guarantee you will have a great 
meal, a wonderful evening with 
friends and family.  See complete 
details in today’s Barker.
 Coming up on July 15, is the 
Harman/Troeger People’s Regatta.  
This is an excellent opportunity to 
experience sailing on our lake.  Our 
friends, Don Harman and Earl 
Troeger were both instrumental in 
promoting the joy (and frustration) of 
this wonderful tradition!  So come join 
us.  Bring the kids so we can start 
another generation of sailors that will 
continue to sail on our lake.  Don’t 
know how to sail?  NO PROBLEM!  
Don’t have a boat?  NO PROBLEM!  
We will fix you up with a experienced 
sailor to take you out.  So you have 
NO EXCUSE!
 Ladies!  Don’t forget our FUN Golf 
Outing is THURSDAY, JULY 20! 
Take note that it is THURSDAY NOT 
FRIDAY THIS YEAR!  Please get 
your team together, and be prepared 

to have a day of fun!  Registration 
form is in the Barker, and feel free to 
call me at 476-2615 if you need any 
additional information.

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

June 24
2017

  The 
weekend

    Of  

Commodore’s Comments 2017 Birch Lake Calendar

Spaghetti Dinner - June 24 
Popsicles on the Pier, Kintzlers - June 30

Boat Parade - July 1
Fireworks - July 1

Pancake Breakfast - July 2
Fireworks rain date - July 2

Popsicles on the Pier, Witchies - July 9
Harman/Troeger People’s Regatta - July 15

Ladies Golf Outing - July 20
Mens Golf Outing July 28

 Corn and Sausage Roast - July 29
Fall Dinner August 26

Soup Challenge - October 14 

Upcoming Board of Directors Meetings: 
July 8, August 5, Sept. 9

 
More info as available.; Dates subject to 

change; Watch the Online Barker for  2017 
schedule when available and for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Deadline is always 3 pm on Tuesday.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put 
the items in the stone/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materi-
als returned.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact Commodore Claudia Phipps at  476-7073 or email claudia2154@gmail.com. ~Phil V

Congratulations to Sam and Katie Hass on their wedding last weekend in Elkhart.  Katie is the daughter of Bill and Bad Patty 
Luecht.  Sam and Katie are currently honeymooning in France.  They will live in Bloomington, IN when they return.



 Thank you for letting me be the 
“proxy” Commodore column-writer 
this week.  Hope to see you all tonight 
for a big plate of spaghetti and a eve-
ning with the best neighbors, any-
where!  
 Remember ... PINK ... t’s not just 
a color,  it’s an ATTITUDE!!

~Bad Patty, Past Commodore  

Parade de beateaux
     Time is ticking away (very pro-
found).  You have only one week left to 
prepare for the marvelous, colossal, 
stupendous and fantastic Birch Lake 
Boat Parade on this coming Saturday.  
 The non-theme “Everything” 
allows your imaginations to run wild.  
The parade will begin at 2 pm on 
Saturday, July 1.  Please stop at Dick 
Bender’s pier on the south side before 
two o’clock to pick up your entry num-
ber and allow the judges to view your 
boat up close.  Then entrants will form 
a line behind the Grand Marshal’s 
boat, which will lead the parade 
around the lake.
 We are extremely pleased to 
announce that we have secured the 
services of four well qualified (and 
good looking) judges, Nick and Angela 
Bergan, Linda Curtis and Tina 
Strukel.   The judges will study each 
entrant and then determine the one to 

receive the coveted “Most Outstanding 
Boat” trophy.  All entrants will receive 
a trophy for participating.  We will 
reveal the identities of this year’s 
Grand Marshal in next week’s Barker.

New Directory in the works
 The Birch Lake Yacht Club is in 
the process of collecting data for a new 

Birch Lake Directory, which will be 
published this year.  We will be col-
lecting data through July 4 and hope-
fully will have directories available for 
the Fall Dinner.
 If you are new to the lake or if any 
of your information in the last directo-
ry has changed, please your new infor-
mation to Deb Spratt at 18100 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply StuNNiNg
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     this is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Artist in Residence Duffy Dufor for the great Birch Lake art.



Farmington Hills Dr., South Bend, IN 
46637.
 The information we will publish 
will include:
House number - last name, first 
name(s)
Birch Lake mailing address
Lake Phone Number (land line)
Cell Phone Number(s)
Off Lake Address (if any)
Off Lake Phone Number(s)
Email address(es)
Kids names.

Birch Lake totes 
 Birch Lake Totes are again avail-
able for just $5 each.  Call Patty 476-
2615. They will be on sale at the 
Commodore/Vice Commodore party on 
Saturday June 10.

High speed internet project
 Birch Lake is part of the Jones 
zone for the high-speed Internet con-
struction project by Midwest Energy. 
This zone is currently in 5th place, at 
35 percent of its goal. Midwest Energy 
is looking for approximately 451 more 
sign ups before they will begin con-
struction in our area for 2018. 
 The more sign ups they receive in 
our zone the more quickly construction 
will begin. Spread the word! Advise 
friends and family to sign up on team-

fiber.com.  Signing up there does not 
commit you to anything it just shows 
that there is interest in the fiber ser-
vice.

the Birch Barker
 As it has been in previous years, 
the deadline for submitting materials 
for any given Birch Barker is 3 pm on 
the Tuesday prior to publication.
 The printed Birch Barker is online 
again this season ... to see any week, 
go to www.philvitale.com and follow 
the links to the “Latest Printed Birch 
Barker.”
 Advertising is always welcome in 
the Birch Barker.  All money paid goes 
to support Birch Lake Yacht Club 
events and activities, and all the peo-
ple who helps produce and distribute 
the Barker are unpaid volunteers.
 Display style ads are produced 
and printed as “modular” ads in the 
following increments:1/8 page - $65; 
1/4 page -$130; 1/2 page - $260; full 
page - $560.  The cost for the ad is for 
the entire season (not per week).
 Classified advertising in the 
Barker is free for BLYC members or 
$5/week for non members.
 To order an ad, contact Barker 
Editor Phil Vitale at onlinebarker@
gmail.com or sailorphil@philvitale.
com, mail or put the ad materials in 

the stone mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. 
(east side), Vandalia, MI 49095, or, as 
a last resort, call me at 269-476-1680.

Birch Lake Friends,
 As you may already know, I won’t 
be back at camp this summer to cook 
for your kids, grandkids, family and 
friends. For the past 11 years I have 
truly enjoyed cooking for the campers 
and staff and working with many of 
you. Mr. Tony & I cherish all the 
friends we have made at Camp 
Tannadoonah and Birch Lake. For 23 
years Tony, myself and our three chil-
dren have been involved with Camp 
Fire and Camp Tannadoonah and 
planned on being involved for many 
years to come. I joined Camp Fire in 
order to help create caring confident 
youth and future leaders, and I will 
continue to do just that.  I will miss 
cooking for you all this summer, as 
well as hearing camp songs, seeing 
your smiles, hearing “Good Morning 
Miss Peggy,” and watching all the 
campers play, learn, and grow. I hope 
you all continue to make wonderful 
camp memories, and I am heart-bro-
ken that I am not allowed to continue 
to be a part of those memories.  I hope 
to one day see you all again on the 
hill, above the lake, among the trees.

~WOHELO, Miss Peggy

— Birch Lake Notes —

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First time!

Frankie’s Restaurant in three Rivers has new 
owners.  Over the past few months we have 

been working very hard to return the 
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on track!”

Open M-th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks



— CommuNity CorNer —
by Sarah Petty

We had a fun time at our first Popsicles on the Pier!  
We were able met new and old friends!  Thanks to all 
who came and if you weren’t able to make it, please 

come next week to the Kinzler’s on the west shore!  It will be 
Friday 6/30 from 6:30-8:30.  All are welcome, remember to 
byob, Kinzler’s will provide popsicles.  This is open to all ages, 
but we are encouraging the teens to make an effort to come.  
We will have games and a bonfire!  Remember coming on 
foot, bike, a non motorized boat, or getting dropped off are all 

recommended ways to arrive.  (Kinzler’s do have some space 
for a few boats to pull up and beach)  What a fun way to start 
the holiday weekend!   Thank you to the Witchies (south side) 
for volunteering to host.  Save the date for Sunday, July 9 from 
3-5 pm.  I hear they have shuffle board!  I still need a volunteer 
from the east shore and cove!  Please email me if you are inter-
ested! Sarahkpetty@gmail.com .
 I hope you are enjoying reading about your BLYC board 
members!  Below meet Karen Curtis-Miller, our vice-commo-
dore, and PJ Vandewalle!

 Hi…I’m Karen Cur-
tis-Miller, 2017 Vice 
Commodore!  I was lucky to 
grow up on Birch Lake and 
returned in 2010 when my 
husband, Eric, and I moved 
into our cottage on the East 
Side.  
 When I’m not spending 
my weekends at the lake, I’m 
working for the pharmaceu-
tical unit of Bayer, specifical-
ly the Women’s Healthcare 
area.  
 My favorite thing to do is hunting 
for architectural salvage pieces, which 
I try to incorporate into the cottage…  

corbels are always calling my 
name!  If you’re looking for 
us on the weekend, you can 
almost always find us on our 
turquoise pier.

 I am P.J. Vandewalle 
and, I live on the east shore 
with my wife, Sue. We have 
been married for 44 years. 
 We have one daughter, 
Carly who is married to her 
husband, Danny. They have 
two children Grace (3) and 

Daniel (2 months). 
 I have lived on the lake for 10 years 
and have been on the Birch Lake yacht club board for 9 years.

Get to know the Birch Lake Yacht Club board

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

SAVE tHE DAtE; Birch Lake 

Ladies 
FuN 

gOLF OutiNg
Friday, July 20; $35 per golfer

Diamond Lake golf Course
tee Off time 9 am

Cost includes green fees, cart, 
beverages, and more FuN and gAMES than 

money can buy!
More details to come later!

Lunch following at the BLYC 
(included in cost)

Deadline to sign up is July 16
get Your teams together!

team Members
1.____________________________

2.____________________________

3.____________________________

4.____________________________

For more information 
Watch the Birch Barker

Bad Patty Luecht 476 -2615



FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MAN

Contact Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

Must have completed registrations by July 16



Fleet Captain’s Corner

2017 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date ...............................................................18-Jun .............18-Jun ...............Total  ................Season ............. Races ............................%
Race ...................................................................4 .......................5 ...................Points ...............Average .......... Finished ..............Finished

MC Scow/Sailor ...................................................................................................................................................................................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ..........................................3 .......................2 ....................7686 .................... 1537 ....................5 ....................... 100.0%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 .............................................1 .......................3 ....................7609 .................... 1522 ....................5 ....................... 100.0%
Barb Cassady/Maggie Cassady #2506 ............2 .......................1 ....................7305 .................... 1461 ....................5 ....................... 100.0%
Phil Vitale  #500 ...............................................DNS .................DNS .................4186 .................... 1395 ....................3 ..........................60.0%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2550 ............................4 ....................DNS .................5403 .................... 1351 ....................4 ..........................80.0%
Gib Eberhart  #916 .............................................5 ....................DNS .................1296 .................... 1296 ....................1 ..........................20.0%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................................6 ....................DNF..................6058 .................... 1212 ....................4 ..........................80.0%
Bill Luecht  #1579 ............................................DNS .................DNS .................3606 .................... 1202 ....................3 ..........................60.0%
Bob King  #1199 ..............................................DNS .................DNS .................... 0 .....................................................0 ............................0.0%
Sandy Vitale .....................................................DNS .................DNS .................... 0 .....................................................0 ............................0.0%

Sunfish/Sailor ......................................................................................................................................................................................................
Peter Soldato ......................................................3 .......................2 ....................7765 .................... 1553 ....................5 ....................... 100.0%
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ............................1 .......................1 ....................7686 .................... 1537 ....................5 ....................... 100.0%
Herb Cleveland ................................................DNS .................DNS .................4334 .................... 1445 ....................3 ..........................60.0%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ..............................2 .......................3 ....................7074 .................... 1415 ....................5 ....................... 100.0%
Brad Davis ..........................................................4 .......................4 ....................2738 .................... 1369 ....................2 ..........................40.0%
Stewart Spratt ..................................................DNS .................DNS .................3961 .................... 1320 ....................3 ..........................60.0%
Bill Butler .............................................................5 ....................DNF..................2521 .................... 1261 ....................1 ..........................20.0%

Abbreviations explained:
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
SEaSoN PoINTS are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
SEaSoN PlaCE = total season points/number of races attempted
CREw - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

SundaY iS 
SaiLinG daY 

aT BirCh Lake, and
on SaiLinG daYS 
races start at 11 am  

Please give ’em a break, 
and stay clear of the course

  SAiLBOAtS 

ALWAYS 
HAVE tHE 

RigHt-OF-WAY!

images from america’s Cup racing

You think last weekend’s sailing at 
Birch Lake was fast, just imagine 
what it would have been like on foils!  
Thanks to Bob King (north shore) for 
the great photos of America’s Cup 
action.  Bob is currently in Bermuda 
watching the racing.



Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

Join us for the Annual 
Don Harman/Earl troeger 
PEOPLE’S REgAttA

SAiLiNg FOR ALL AgES 
NO EXPERiENCE REQuiRED

NO BOAt? NO PROBLEM!
You may join the crew with an EXPERiENCED SAiLOR

Launching from Lutz’s on North Shore  (next to Camp t.)

July 15, 2017
Arrival time: 10:30 am; Sailing/Race time: 11 am

Picnic lunch (hot dogs, chips) following; soft drinks and H20 provided
Adults: BYOB

Please provide your own life jackets and towels
(rain date tBA in the Barker)

More information? Call Amy at 269-744-7746 or Bad Patty at 476 -2615
SEE YOu ON tHE WAtER



Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERViCE * StORAgE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Bubba’s Market, LLC

“Under the big Green Tent
     at Hilltop Gas Station”

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

13599 US 12
Union, MI 49130

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
Friday - Sunday
10:00 - 6:00

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan



FuLFiLLiNg REAL EStAtE 
DREAMS FOR OVER 38 YEARS! 

SuSiE tuCKER
Susie Tucker Realty
574-320-6697 Cell 269-641-5775 Office
www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Licensed in Michigan
and Indiana

— Barker Kids of the Week —
As you can see, after 10 years, our grandchildren have all grown 
up and no longer all fit on the paddle boat. We decided we’d like 

to pass the boat on to some family or grandparents to enjoy 
with a younger crowd FOR FREE!!  Call Al or Pam VanHuffel at 
(269)244-3487 or (574)850-6769 (See ad in today’s Classifieds).



— Barker Kids of the Week —
Andrew Turner enjoying Birch Lake 
at “Great-Grandma and Grandpa’s” 
(Weaver Cottage-South side).

KiD-OF-tHE-
WEEK 

PHOtOS
Mail your kid-of-the-week 
(or turtle of the week or 

plant of the week or what-
ever you’ve got) photos 

BEFORE 3 PM ON 
TUESDAYS to Birch Barker, 
63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, 
MI 49095; put them in a zip-
lock and stick them in the 
stone mailbox at my home 
(east side), or email them 

to me at  
SAILORPHIL@

PHILVITALE.COM



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Above: John Ball,  life long Barker kid.  John recently celebrated a milestone birthday 
hosted by his sons at camp Tannadoonah. This is John’s  1965 entry in the Birch 
Lake boat parade as rocket ship. “Keep em Flyin” A wooden Carver boat with a 40 
horse Evinrude.

At right: Thank you Lily and Timmy Bergan, 
for helping deliver the Barkers while Vickie was away.

Grandchildren of Jim & Linda Bergan, Cove.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Dave’s Residential Services
Cell: (269) 362-0724

Email: davehardisty@comcast.net 
Landline: (269) 476-2797

Lawn Care Security Checks

Firewood Home Maintenance

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
HOME

Aurora Jade Trudell, 
also known as Au-
rorable, is a Barker 
KOTW this week 
after gramma Amy 
sent in this pic of her 
toodlin’ in her pink 
floatie.  Aurora is the 
granddaughter of Amy 
and Mike Lutz (north 
shore).



— Barker Kids of the Week —

thomas J. 
mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Mark and his 2 daughters, Claudia 
and Erin (mid and Rt) and Joci 
Bishop, another granddaughter, 
enjoy their first weekend in 2017 at 
Birch Lake!  Mark is Alan and Pam 
Van Huffel’s son (south side).



Stu’S  Star Stuff

in the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth...  
     Uh, no.  That’s not true. God 

didn’t create anything.  But if you’re 
willing to disregard reason, facts and 
evidence then it’s unlikely that any-
thing I write will make any sense.  
 Also, if evidence is unimportant, 
jury duty for you would be a bad 
idea.  
 In the beginning a natural event 
created the universe as we know 
it, and the earth did not form until 
billions of years later. We know this 
because of the work of countless 
scientists spending countless hours 
studying our universe.  
 The creation story in Genesis is 
completely wrong. Simply read Gen-
esis and you can see it. For example, 
it’s written that light and darkness 
were created after the water but 
before the sun. How could that even 
be possible?  
 Everyone knows that the sun 
came first, then the planet and its 
rotation (which is what causes light 
and darkness to occur on a daily 
basis) and then the water, and this 
all happened over billions of years. 
 Let’s take a step back.   Scien-
tists believe our universe comes 
from a singularity. Scientists don’t 
actually know where this singularity 
came from or exactly what it is, but 
they do know that a singularity is an 
infinitely small, hot area of infinite 
pressure and density. 
 These singularities defy our 
known laws of physics because they 
didn’t appear in space. Rather, space 

began inside them. Before the singu-
larity, nothing existed. There was no 
space, no time, no matter, no energy.   
Enter the God-gap.  
 If science can’t explain it, then 
there must be some divine explana-
tion.  Until scientists finally figure 
it out at least.  With every scientific 
advance the excuses for divine inter-
vention diminish.  
 Thunder, lightning, earthquakes, 
volcanoes, diseases,  were all at 
one time unexplained and naively 
attributed to a higher power, simply 
because no one had a better explana-
tion.  Now, none of those things are a 
mystery.  The gap is getting smaller 
all the time.  The conclusion should 
be obvious.  But I digress.  
 When scientists first propose a 
hypothesis to explain a phenomenon, 
they expect to find certain evidence 
to support it and turn their hypoth-
esis into a theory. There are several 
main pieces of evidence that support 
the Big Bang theory. One is the 
fact that the universe is expanding, 
proven with something called red 
shift. The second is something called 
cosmic microwave background radi-
ation. The third is the abundance of 
different elements in the universe. 
 In the 1920s, Edwin Hubble 
used the 100-inch Hooker telescope 
in Southern California to study the 
Andromeda Galaxy. He took pictures 
of faint galaxies and studied them. 
Eventually, he was able to calculate 
the velocity for the galaxy and show 
that everything is moving away from 
everything else and thus expanding. 

 If that’s true, then scientists 
figured that the universe was previ-
ously much smaller than it is now. 
All of this evidence was the first ob-
servational support for the Big Bang 
theory that Georges Lemaitre first 
proposed in 1927. 
 Then of course there is evolution.  
Indisputable.  But we’ll save that for 
another time.  
 Next week - back to the show.  

~Stu Spratt 
Celebrating more than

 53 Years at  Birch Lake

the Moon for this Saturday
(at Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.022 
1.2 days since new moon

Sunrise: 06:11:21 AM
Sunset: 21:23:21 PM

Moonrise:  06:56:22 AM
MoonSet: 21:56:56 PM
Daylight:  15 Hr 11 Min 59 Sec

What does the evidence show?

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

BiRCH BARKER 
CLASSiFiEDS 

Classified ads in the Birch Bark-
er are free to paid members of the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club
 

ads are $5 per ad for non-members 
(please pay in advance). 

To submit an ad, email it to 
Sailorphil@philvitale

1.2 days since new moon



Aries (March 21-April 19) - without 
doubt, your focus on home, family and your private 
life will be strong in the next four weeks. Many of 
you will tackle home repairs and perhaps renovation 
projects. You might be more involved than usual with 
a parent. Family discussions will be intense; and in 
some cases, conflict and disputes will arise because 
of the increased chaos and activity going on at 
home. .

taurus (April 20-May 20) - The next 
four weeks will be fast-paced and busy for Taurus 
natives. Suddenly, you’ve got things to do, places to 
go and people to see! Not only is your schedule 
busy but your overall energy and focus are magni-
fied because you want to enlighten others about 
your ideas. 

gemini (May 21-June 20) - In the next 
four weeks, it’s all about making money and spend-
ing it. Many of you will have moneymaking ideas; 
and all of you will be more focused on cash flow, 
income, purchases and assets. You might make a 
major purchase. Many of you will want to show 
something off in the next month because you are so 
pleased with it. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - his is a for-
tunate time for you! Important people and favorable 
situations will be attracted to you. obviously, it’s in 
your best interests to use this. This kind of advan-
tage does not occur year round. People will listen to 
you! Because you are bursting with more energy 
than usual, get physical exercise and enjoy competi-
tive sports.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - It is totally appro-
priate to take a backseat and work alone or behind 
the scenes making secret plans. Many of you will act 
privately or in secret. However, one aspect of your 
life that is public is the fact that bosses and VIPs are 
charmed by you! Someone wants your creative 
input on how to make something look more attrac-
tive. The next four weeks are the perfect time to plan 
what you want your new year to be all about.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  - Your dance 
card is full in the next four weeks because everyone 
wants to see your face. Yes, you’re popular! Enjoy 
the company of friends. Enjoy the company of 
groups, especially groups of people who share your 
values and ideals. The people you hang out with 
affect your future because they affect your mind and 
your choices, which in turn, create your future. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - This is the 
only time all year when bosses and VIPs see you in 
admirable terms. They are impressed! Naturally, 
since this is a once-a-year phenomenon, and it lasts 
for four weeks, you can use this to your advantage. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - You will hit 
the road in the next four weeks because you want to 
do anything to expand your horizons. First on the 
agenda will be travel. whether it’s white sandy 
beaches or cobblestone streets, you need a change 
of scenery! You want to get more out of life! You 
want adventure and a chance to learn more! Since 
you are motivated to do this - you will do something 
to expand your experience of the world. Study, sign 
up for a course, travel. Carpe diem!

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - 
Things will flow nicely for you in the next four weeks, 
especially at work because others will be supportive 
coupled with the fact that you feel good. This is a 
good time to discuss agreements with colleagues 
and coworkers. Your ability to resolve disputes and 
problems is excellent in the coming month because 
you are intense, focused, strong, and yet, at the 
same time, you are diplomatic and charming.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Your 
focus on spouses, partnerships and close friends will 
be strong in the next four weeks. In fact, this intensi-
fied focus will allow you to have a better chance to 
observe your style in these relationships. You will 
also want to form working units with others; and you 
will have a better appreciation of your role in those 
relationships. .

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - In the 
next four weeks, you will leap upon your trusty 
steed, filled with purpose and intention to become 
better organized in absolutely every aspect of your 
life. It’s totally appropriate that you gear up your 
energy and focus so that you survey every aspect of 
your life both at home and at work. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - lucky 
you! The next four weeks will be one of the most 
fun-filled, playful times of the year for you! Carve out 
time to enjoy partying with others. accept invitations 
to picnics, barbecues, the theatre, luncheons, din-
ners and fun get-togethers. By all means, slip away 
on a vacation if you can or at least, take a mini vaca-
tion on weekends.

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Pesto-Parmesan baked tomatoes
 Juicy, delicious roasted tomatoes 
topped with pesto and shredded Par-
mesan cheese. So easy to make, only 3 
ingredients!

INGREDIENTS:
4 medium tomatoes, halved
4 teaspoons basil pesto (store bought or
homemade)
5 tbsp shredded Parmesan cheese

DIRECTIONS:
1. Preheat the oven to 400°F.
2. Arrange the tomatoes on a baking 
tray and top each with 1/2 teaspoon pe-
sto and 1/2 tablespoon of Parmesan 
cheese.
3. Roast the tomatoes until the Par-
mesan cheese is slightly browned and 
melted, about 18-20 minutes.
4. Remove from the oven and serve 
immediately.

Parmesan roasted cauliflower
 These Parmesan Roasted Cauli-

flower Bites are the perfect quick and 
easy side dish, or double as a vegetarian 
baked chicken nugget!

INGREDIENTS:
7 cups cauliflower florets, cut to bite 
sized pieces
3 to 4 tbsp olive oil
1 cup Italian bread crumbs
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1/2 tsp salt
1/3 cup Parmesan cheese

DIRECTIONS:
1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. Line a 
large, rimmed baking sheet with foil and 
spray liberally with non-stick cooking 
spray. Set aside.
2. Combine the cauliflower and olive oil 
in a large zip close bag and shake to coat.
3. Add the remaining ingredients to the 
bag and shake until coated, pressing 
slightly to help the breading stick. Pour 
onto the baking sheet and spray the tops 
of the cauliflower with cooking spray and 
bake for 20 minutes. Stir the cauliflower 
and continue to bake an additional 10 
minutes. Serve hot. Enjoy!

Parmesan tomatoes, cauliflower

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB 

!  

    Sponsored by the West Shore and the Cove  
    All Proceeds to Birch Lake Water Quality

Saturday, June 24 
5:30 - 7:30 PM 

Enjoy a great evening with friends!   
Dinner includes spaghetti with two sauces, salad, dessert, and ice tea or lemonade.  

Take outs available. 

Tickets on sale until 1:00 PM on June 24!  Call Vickie Rogers 476-2383. 
Children 3 and under - Free      Ages 4-10 - $5.00      Ages 11-Adult - $8.00 



 The campers have arrived! Our first 
group of campers arrived for Session 1 
on Sunday afternoon. This week is our 
smallest week of the summer, with a 
total of 79 kids. Next week we jump up 
to having 130! Our total so far for the 
summer is currently at 903 – which is 
just a couple short of where we ended 
last year (908). Our goal is to get to 950 
by the end of the summer.
 We’re coming up on the Pancake 
Breakfast quickly, and would love to 
have some additional volunteers to help 
set up, flip pancakes, serve food, or help 
with cleanup. If you are available to help 
on Sunday, July 2 with the Pancake 
Breakfast please let me know (amber@
tannadoonah.org or 574-315-0227). We’re 
looking forward to another delicious 
breakfast!
 This week we’d like to introduce ev-
eryone to our “Front Cabin Unit” – these 
are the counselor who work with the 
middle group of girls – typically ages 10-
12. One of the front cabins is our brand 
new building, Demolay. It’s so exciting to 
have a new cabin!
 First up is Miss Danni, our front 
cabins Unit Leader. Miss Danni will be a 
Junior at Western Michigan University, 
studying Business as an Entrepreneur. 
Her dream is to eventually open her own 
bakery. She has worked at Camp Tanna-
doonah for 5 years and was a camper for 
11 summers. You can usually find Miss 
Danni at the archery range. Miss Danni 
always has a smile on her face and lots of 
energy. 
 Miss Cathrine is a second-year coun-
selor and she was a camper for 7 sum-
mers. She loves being at camp and in the 
outdoors. Miss Cathrine is a lifeguard 
and is usually at the waterfront teaching 
swimming and boating. In the fall she 
will be a freshman at IUPUI, majoring 
in International Studies and Business 
Management. 
 This is Miss Danielle’s first summer 
at Camp Tanndoonah. She attended 
Delta College this past year, and will 
be transferring this winter to Saginaw 
Valley State University to major in Sec-
ondary History Education. Miss Danielle 
is one of the counselors in charge of 
the “Sparks” program, which is for our 
youngest campers (age 8 and younger).
 Miss Donna is also a first-year 
counselor, and it is her first time at an 

American summer camp! She is a history 
student all the way on the other side 
of the ocean at the University of Am-
sterdam. Miss Donna enjoys horseback 
riding, going to the beach and hanging 
out with friends. She is on the Water-
front Staff, and loves to teach kayaking 
and paddleboarding.
 Miss Kryslley is a first-year coun-
selor from Lima, Peru. She is studying 
Administration and Finance. Miss Krys-
lley likes dancing, playing sports, and 
hanging with friends. She loves traveling 
and learning about cultures. 
 This is Miss Leslye’s first year work-
ing at Camp Tannadoonah and she is 
the other Sparks Counselor, along with 
Miss Danielle. She is from Waukegan, 
Illinois and will be a sophomore at Car-
thage College in the fall. Miss Leslye the 
oldest of five kids. She loves to be silly 
and outgoing and she’s always up for an 
adventure! 
 Miss Melanie is 
a first-year coun-
selor, and will be a 
junior at Valparaiso 
University, major-
ing in Marketing. 
In her free time she 
enjoys going to con-
certs and listening 
to records with her 
friends. She loves 
the outdoors and 
can’t wait to spend 
the summer at 
camp!
 Miss Paty is 
also a first-time 
counselor and is 
from Guadalaja-
ra, Mexico! She 
is studying Law 

at Tecnológico de Monterrey. Miss 
Paty has lived in 8 different cities, so 
meeting new people is something that 
she really enjoys! She likes being active, 
trying new things, and being involved in 
university activities. Miss Paty is a life-
guard and loves to teach boating, skiing, 
and swimming lessons.
 Miss Sarah is back for her second 
year at Camp Tannadoonah. She is a 
Psychology and Legal Studies Major at 
Morehead State University in Kentucky. 
Miss Sarah is a lifeguard, and her fa-
vorite thing to do at the waterfront is to 
drive the boat for water skiing and wake 
boarding. 
 Miss Shelby is from Oak Lawn, IL 
and will be starting at a community 
college in the fall. This is my 9th year at 
camp, and second year as a counselor. In 
her free time, she enjoys playing guitar 
and singing.

— Camp tannadoonah —



FOR SALE

For Sale: 2007 Skeeter Bass boat 
with a 90HP Yamaha engine, 17’, 
Minnkota 24 volt trolling motor and 2 
Lowrance X50 DS Fish Finders, Dual Pro 
Charger, 2 aerated live wells, 2 trolling 
motor batteries, 1 deep cycle starting bat-
tery, tilt and trim, locked Tackle and Rod 
storage, automatic bilge, carpeted, custom 
snap cover.  Boat is in good shape and 
ready for fishing.  Contact Kerry McCoy at 
708-957-1122 for more information

Very solid Maple table & 3 chairs. 
48x36 with expandable pop-up leaf.  $50.  
Call or text Cindy 773-401-9191.

For Sale, FREE PADDLE BOAT!!  Call Al 
or Pam VanHuffel at (269)244-3487 or 
(574)850-6769. 

For Sale:  1985 Shore Land’r galva-
nized boat trailer GVWR 1560# - 
$350;1986 Evinrude outboard 15hp 
w/ 6 gal tank, new hose & bulb, serviced 
-$800.  Call Bob Palm 574-298-2480

For Sale: like new gP 6500 
generac portable generator. Used 5 
hours. Just serviced. $375. Call Gordon or 
Michelle at (269)476-1319

For Sale: CLASSiC Century 
Resorter 19 ft. 1973, V-8, 225HP, New 
Upholstery and Carpet - $5,000. Power 

Shore Station also available with boat pur-
chase, $1,000. Call Tom Rogers, Cove, 
476-2383

For Sale: 90 ft wood deck pier, $200; 
11-1/2 ft aluminum row boat, $200. 
Call 574 220 0407

giving away a black and gray 
sectional and three love seats, 
one with a twin pullout. Call Dave 
Susay if interested at 708-935-5500.

For Sale: 2004 Sea-Doo gti LE. 
Watercraft and trailer in good condition. 
Watercraft just summarized and serviced 
ready to hit the water! Trailer also ser-
viced, new bearings and hubs; it’s ready 
for the road. Bought a boat last summer 
and haven’t been able to use the Sea Doo 
very much so looking to sell it to someone 
who can enjoy it. Runs great and tons of 
fun! This is a three person watercraft you 
can pull a tube or a skier. I also have a 
cover for the PWC Contact 630-935-2573

For Sale - Bronze patio table, six 
chairs with cushions, and umbrel-
la with base $200. Kenagy’s 269-985-
8782

SERViCES
I do sewing and 
mending at fair prices - 
zippers, hemming, small 
alterations; call Kathy at 
476-9317

If you need odd jobs 
done like pet care, 
babysitting, garden/yard 
work, etc… Call Amanda 
Butler at 574-304-1799

LOSt
Royal Oak sailing on 
Saturday my cell 
phone slipped from my 
pocket and into beautiful 

Birch Lake. It was in a waterproof case 
and may wash up on the North or East 
shores. If anyone finds it I would appreci-
ate them notifying me. Mike Kelly 630 
941-9138

FOuND
FOUND: One white “San Marin” inflat-
able buoy, Item Number “NB60,” 
approximately 20” diameter, on  2/17/17. 
Call 476-1467.

Found near cove:  Child’s red and 
black life vest decorated with Lightning 
McQueen from Cars movie. Found on 
south shore.  Appears to be plastic 
seat back for kayak. Please Call 
Chris Stevens 317-771-8531

FOUND: Black “Kitchen Aid” grill 
cover.  Please call Jeff & Denise Smitley 
at 269.476.9000.

Found: 4-pack of orange life jack-
ets floated ashore on the east side the 
weekend of May 14th. Please call Amber 
at 574-315-0227 if they are yours! They 
are on the end of our dock.

WANtED
Wanted: swim raft. Please call 
Machallecks at 476-2642.

The Yacht Club is seeking new volun-
teers to plan and oversee the 
Annual Birch Lake Boat Parade.  
The current chairs Sue and Bob Waddle 
have decided to retire after this summer’s 
parade.  They were hoping for someone 
to volunteer, who has a better understand-
ing of the world we now live in.  The 
Waddles would welcome any new volun-
teers and invite them to participate in the 
planning for this year’s parade.  Please 
call 269-476-2293.  Operators are stand-
ing by.

Seeking: if you have newspapers 
that you would like to get rid of, we 
need them at Camp T! Please call Amber 
at 574-387-6095 if you have old newspa-
pers, and I will come pick them up.

CLaSSiFied adVerTiSinG

don’t forget that aLL 
boat traffic must travel 

CounTer-CLoCkWiSe 
at all times!

Message sponsored by the 
BIRCH LAKE hoMeoWnerS aSSoCiaTion



$____  -  BLYC Member dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC associate Member* dues  ($10 / year)
*associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BlYC

$____  -  homeowners’ assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

name_________________________________________________

address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2017 dues yet? 

tHERE’S StiLL tiME!
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Claudia Phipps .......................... 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com
Vice Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller ...........................

karne.curtis-miller@bayer.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ..........................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) .................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N).....................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) ..........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) .......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ....................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty ................................................ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S) .............................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S) ..................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WAtER QuALitY COMMittEE
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC officers and directors



CELEBRAtiNg iN BuSiNESS

WitH BiRCH LAKE



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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